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ABSTRACT 

Sciences of economics, management and law are in constant in-

teraction. A change in one of these disciplines affects others. Compe-

tition is one of the good examples of such interaction. The economists 

before the Industrial Revolution had supported the idea of self-regu-

lating markets; and influenced by such ideas, governments avoided 

intervening in the markets while company managers developed var-

ious strategies aiming to support the self-regulation of the market. 

This idea triggered the emergence of monopolies during and after the 

Industrial Revolution. As a result of the destructive practices of mo-

nopolies, smaller firms began to disappear, and consequently social 

welfare was damaged. States, with the support of economists, intro-

duced competition law rules with the purpose of preventing discrim-

inatory practices of monopolies. Upon the enactment of competition 

laws, companies turned to collaboration strategies in order to reduce 

risks and increase sharing of knowledge. Collaborations are also reg-

ulated by competition laws; and companies are prohibited from 

abusing their dominant position in the market through different anti-

competitive strategies such as price determination and sharing of 

markets. Liner shipping companies followed the collaboration strat-

egy trend, and used several methods for collaboration including 

firstly conferences, and then strategic alliances and mergers due to 

regulatory changes. In order to promote the liner shipping industry, 

governments gave immunities by excluding them from competition 

regulations. Recently, economic circumstances have led to discus-

sions about the necessity of the immunities, and several governments 

have already removed the exemptions while a few introduced some 

limitations. Considering the history as well as recent developments in 

this field, this thesis, firstly, discusses the place of collaboration strat-

egies in strategic management science in addition to the liner ship-

ping collaboration strategies. Secondly, this thesis examines the com-

petition regulations and related cases in the United States of America 

(US) and European Union (EU) in the frame of cartels and abuse of 



VIII 

dominant position. Finally, the thesis explores the US and EU regu-

lations governing liner shipping collaborations, and compares lead-

ing cases of the US, EU and Turkey with each other to draw a road 

map for Turkey about how the liner shipping collaborations shall be 

regulated to promote the Turkish national liner shipping fleet.  
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